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LOCAL NEWS

BIBLICAL ISRAEL IN BELDING, MICHIGAN
"Little is much when
God is in it," is a phrase
that could be used to
describe the Poling
family in Belding,
Michigan. Many of you
know both Maxine and
Shelly Poling, a mother
and daughter who have
travelled with me to
Israel many times and
spent their share of days at Biblical Tamar Park back when the
development was just getting started.
 

What is so special about these two ladies, and Maxine's other daughter, Karen, is that they
pulled together nearly all the churches in Belding into a city- wide biblical history event.  The
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Bensons, Maxine, and Shelly

children from the churches performed various skits and
demonstrations with live animals to depict their regular
annual Bible School studies.  Pastors and lay leaders
dressed in biblical-times costumes to add authenticity to
their production.
 

LeRoy and Leona Benson attended the event with me.

LETTERS FROM OUR FRIENDS

  

Hey DeWayne!
 
I am still here in Raleigh and enjoying retirement. I toured the UK for about 12 days with my
daughter and a friend of hers.  That was a great trip.
 
I keep up with Don, James, Ross, and others as well as Blossoming Rose.
 
I just got involved with the Carolina's society of the Archaeology Institute of America (AIA)
and its President, Susan Walker.  Susan would like to post the latest "Blossoming Rose" email
newsletter on their website. I told her I would ask your permission before saying it would be
OK.
 
So, is the website posting OK?  It should generate interest, and hopefully some contributions
to BTP.
 
Hope you and your family are doing well.  I hope to get back to BTP before too long.  Perhaps
when I get into the meat of my new book and need a place to drive it to completion, I can visit
the Park for an extended stay.
 
All the Best,
George G.
Raleigh, NC
 
NOTE: We gave George the permission he needed.  If others would like to post our
Newsletter in various places, please feel free to do that.

Dear DeWayne and Lexie,
 
Thank you for accepting us into your lives so

Dear Dr. Coxon,
 
I just had to make sure this month that I sent



many good years ago.  Marilyn loved
everything she did at Biblical Tamar Park.  It
was such a blessing! You both are included
in that blessing to us.  Thank you for the gift
card that I will use when I "recover" this
somewhat sudden "Home going" of Marilyn.

Pastor and Mrs. Bugg

 
We love you both.
James B.
Grand Rapids, MI

you a donation.  This was some of my
birthday money. You mean a lot to me.  Not
everyone can correspond with a person who
has travelled to the Holy Land as much as
you have.  What a BLESSING! 
 
Love Always,
Michelle G
Madera, CA

Dear Dr. DeWayne,
 
I am sending a check in memory of Marilyn Bugg, Rev. James Bugg's wife.  She was a
wonderful lady and friend. She was always giving and thinking of others and always had a
great smile.  We will miss her but someday we will see her again!
 
Sincerely,
Jean and Denny A.
Ellenton, FL

BOOSTING THE BLESSINGS 
OF BIBLICAL TAMAR

Reaching the right people at the right time has long been one of the goals of Blossoming Rose,
especially as it serves as curator of Biblical Tamar Park in Israel.  One educational tool, in
support of this effort, is through webpage access.
 
While Blossoming Rose
has had a website for quite
some time, it has recently
become apparent that an
upgrade to the website is
very much needed.  With
that in mind, a firm by the
name of Bold White was
just selected to handle this
task.   Bold White is based
out of Salt Lake City, with
clients throughout the



Our present Blossoming Rose homepage
www,blossomingrose.org

Abundance of dates

Hoopoe

United States.  They are a
full service firm focused on
building websites and
providing marketing services. Their efforts will help BR/Biblical Tamar Park gain more
recognition and ultimately enhance the educational experience for those who visit our website. 
Bold White's web site development will not only allow independent access for smart phones
and computer devices, but will additionally help us with several specific audiences spanning
Blossoming Rose tours, local tourists, the exhibits, humanitarian projects, archaeology,
education, and volunteerism - activities and history of work completed over the past 30 years.
 
This undertaking is not without cost of course, and while $2500 has already been provided for
this effort, another $3500 is still needed to bring our website up to current day educational
levels of responsiveness and interactive content support.  If you have a heart for helping to
educate the many school children as well as adults who visit our web site, your financial
donation in support of this effort would indeed be a blessing.   Stay tuned for more exciting
news about this effort!

SUPERVISOR'S SUMMER REVIEW
Pat De Groot

The evening sky behind Prayer Mountain is the same color as the ripe mango we had for
supper. One delicious to the taste, the other delicious to the eye. The 4:30 pm western breeze
didn't rise until just now...8 pm. The temperature is still at a sizzling 101.3 Fahrenheit. These
three summer months have been hot! That heat has caused the grapes in our neighbor's vineyard

to be harvested early as well as the mangoes. We have gleaning
privileges for both. Usually the dates ripen in late September. We are
already enjoying them straight from the trees. How special! Besides
early and abundant crops, the bird population has increased
noticeably. Flocks of laughing doves hover in the trees waiting for
Kitty's leftovers. Arabian Babblers, we call them "chipmunk birds,"
scoot ahead of the mule during irrigation checks. The hoopoes
entertained us as we
watched during our meals.
They have moved on and
now there's a new bird
outside our window. We

think it's a white-throated warbler. Their abundance
must mean there is also an abundance of insect life
this year. Observing nature is one of the blessings of
being at the Park for the summer. It balances the
burden of the heat!
 
Visitors are few in the summer. A two-week period
was exceptional this year. It was the season for
archaeologists. Dr. Yigal Israel, IAA, stopped in,
leading a class of archaeologists on a field trip. He has been very involved with Biblical Tamar
Park since its beginning. Close to the same time, Dr.Yoram Haimi, Southern District
Director of the Israeli Antiquities Authority, made a surprise visit. He and another Israeli

official spent about an hour with us talking about future plans
for the Park and this area. Those plans are amazing! Within a
few weeks, our third celebrity spent two weekends with us. Dr.
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Dr. Israel

Tabernacle of Moses

The last beam in place

James Tabor from North Carolina was finishing up his work on
the dig in Jerusalem, unearthing a residence from the Second
Temple period of a prosperous priest near Mt. Zion. They were
even speculating that it might be the home of Caiphas the High
Priest or someone of equal stature. Fascinating!  
 
Early visitors at the Park were Mary and Danny Ver Haag, and
Larry and Mary Borntrager. Both couples are long time friends
of the Park. Mary Ver Haag volunteered in the summer of 2014.
Larry has helped repeatedly, especially with electrical jobs.
Among other tasks, these two couples helped immensely in

one major summer project.
 
Projects! This summer was in no way a waltz in
the Park. The first big project was to remove the
plexi-glass cover on the Tabernacle in the lower
Park and clean it. If you haven't seen it yet, it is
quite a sight. It is a representation of the
Tabernacle in the Wilderness, beautifully put
together by last year's work crew. It took all six
of us plus the tractor to lift the cover and move it
to a near-by resting place where we carefully
washed it, inside and out, then moved it back to
its original location. There was much rejoicing
when the job was finished.
 
The biggest project of the summer was accomplished single-handedly by Jim Crumley. In the
Fall, caravan #7 will be moved past the tel and up the hill to the upper Park. Jim's job was to
prepare it for that move. In over 100-degree heat, he disconnected plumbing and other

connections. Using the tractor, hydraulic jacks
and 16 foot beams, Jim lifted the caravan about 15
inches above its bed and prepared it to be lifted
higher when the team arrives in October. The plan
is to slide it onto a trailer and take it to its new
location.
 
Besides that project, Jim made awnings for many
of the caravans in the upper Park, installing them
during the same brutal heat. He also repaired water
leak after water leak after water leak in the
irrigation system. Jim certainly deserves many

kudos and will surely receive his reward in eternity! My work was small painting jobs as well
as the general supervisor's work in the Park and to try and keep Jim going with good food and
encouragement. A bigger job was to get him to stop working when the conditions were
unbearable.
 
This was a summer to remember. The beauty of the Park, its rich archaeological history, the
chance to meet tremendous people and our ability to contribute will remain with us for the rest
of our lives. Thank you, Blossoming Rose for this opportunity!
 
Editor's note:  Thank you Pat and Jim for responding to the opportunity and the challenges
at the Park, especially during one of the hottest summers in recent times.
 
Kay Rose Bunton arrived at the Park to begin her stint as Supervisor on August 6.



Upcoming Volunteer 
Experiences  and Tours

2016

South African Prayer Team             (Molly Miessner)                    October 16 - 25

Volunteer Experience                      (Dr. DeWayne Coxon)            October 24 - November 6

Connect to Israel                             (Young/Clayton)                     October 30 - November 10

Experiencing Israel Today              (Young/Bergsma)                    November 8 - 18

2017

Experiencing the Holy Land           (Madsen/Ernst)                       February 19 - 28

Connect to Israel                             (Young/Clayton)                     February 26 - March 9

Roots of Faith                                  (Nichols)                                March 3 - 14

Standing with Israel                        (Dr. Alewine/Pennington)      March 19 - 30

Grace Bible College                        (Dr. Phil Long)                       May 1 - 18

2018

St. Norbet Abbey                             (Tony Pichler)                        March 8 - 18

EDUCATIONAL COLORING 



Christian Trewhella

BOOKS AVAILABLE
BIG SALE

(One hundred percent of the gross proceeds will be used to bless Israel)

This attractive 54 page coloring book is on-sale for $3 each plus $2
shipping. For 4 - 10 copies, total shipping is $4.

 
If you wish to place an order, please email us directly at
dcoxon@blossomingrose.org.

 

Christian, Naomi, Kennedy, and Olivia
 

Editor's Corner
 
The author of the newsletter is DeWayne A. Coxon.  Articles were written by him unless noted
otherwise.  Chaya Coxon is the publisher.
 
NOTE:  If you are reading this email newsletter on Facebook you can email me at
dcoxon@blossomingrose.org and you will receive it at your own email address.
 
SHARE OUR NEWSLETTER:  Know anyone who could benefit from this newsletter? 
Forward it to them, please.

STAY CONNECTED
NOTE:  We have, since 1984, encouraged people to support our Israel work through prayer,
gifts, volunteering, and touring.  We offer you three ways to contribute.  You can contribute
online by visiting our website at www.blossomingrose.org and choosing the "Contribute" link
on the top banner, call Jodi at 1-800-317-7673 to use your credit card, or send your gift to
our address:  P.O. Box X, Cedar Springs, MI  49319.  My cell phone number is 616-901-4153
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if you have any questions. 
GET THE WORD OUT - Please forward this Newsletter to your family and friends.
OUTLOOK: If you use Outlook, the format of your newsletter may be different than using
an Internet browser.
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